


ZION HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION

and
PRESERVATION STRATEGY

ArchiTexas
Dr. Mamie McKnight .
Urban Prospects/Ron Emnch

submitted to
Nacogdoches Historic Landmark Preservation Committee
July 31, 1992




L

V.

I

TABLE OF CONTENTS
ZION HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

Introduction

Acknowledgements

National Register of Historic Places Nomination
Avchitectural Resources

Typology: The significance of Housetypes and Subtypes
Zion Hill Typology

Desigin Concepts

E;hnbfsénsiﬁve Design

The Creek

The Church

The Cemetery

Infrastructure Conditions and Improvements
Architectural Rehabilitation

Conditions Sutvey
Rehabilitation Guidelines

Preservation Strategies
Zoning

Neighborhpod Association
Infill Opportunities
Funding Opportunities
Bibliography

Maps

National Register Historic District
Existing Conditions
Concept Plan

Appendix

Materials Prepared for Community Meetings and Interviews
Conditions Survey Form






Introduction

A Multlple Pmpenty nemination to the National Register of Historic Places in
Nacugdoch@s, Texas submitted to-the Texas Historical Commission in 1990 included a
historic district nomitiation for Zion Hill, animportant African-American residential
neighborhood, The approximately eight square block area is composed primarily of one
storyframedwellmgs dating from the eafly 20th century, as well as a historjcally important
%mcci;-Amencan cemetery and historically and archlteomzally sggmﬁg:ant black Bapust
chur

Th$ Clty of Naeogdoches havmg had the nommanon for the Zmn Hill Dlslnct
returned for additional docgmentation by the Cpmmlssgog, sélecwd the consultant team of
Amhlexas, . Mamie McKnig] it and Urban Prosp ts/Ron Emric] de: : ;
information that would expand th desenpuon of &gniﬁc_, e for i
upon the already prepared historic context "Comgpumty P] g a1
- Nacogdoches:1830 - 1940," and compare the history and development of ﬂle Zlon Hill
ne:ghbodmodto sumlar ;ypes of commumties in eﬁxerﬁasg Tcxas emes ' ]

o In addmon, the City of Nacogdoclies asked for pteparauon of a pmsewanon it
smggforthlsmportautﬁ!ea,thatmsludegaeo ons of Kistin bmldmgs,

txee scapes and other iinportant neighborhood features; ; ; vati
ilitation and restoration stratcgles for the struoams and pubhc mpmvements in the
dx'smct.' _
_ The consultant team focused on a number of elements as this ﬁnal report was
prepared: :

. Creation and implementation of an otal hlstory documentauon program
which collected information about development of the hisf ly Afric 2
neighborhood(s) in Nacogdoches in the context of other sirnilar commumtics in cmes such
as Marshall and Dallas, smaller towns in Nacogdoches County and omer East Texas towns
with comparable black cultural and dcvelopmental histories.

. Incmporauon of both the collected oral history infotmation and the results
of documentary research into a completed National Register of Historic Places nomination
for the Zion Hill Historic District, which will become part of the Multiple Property
Nomination of the City of Nacogdoches.

. A field inventory of building conditiens in the historic district and
compilation of the overall building and streetscape conditions in a summary repoit.

d Development of a preservation strategies report, identifying preservation,
rehabilitation and restoration recommendations based upen the conditions assessment
report.

The team first visited Nacol%doches on May 3, 1992, meeting with a group of
African-American students at Stephen F. Austin Umversny to orient them to the mission of
the project and to identify potential participants in the oral history collection process. After
completion of the consultant's contract with the City of Nacogdoches and approval to
proceed, a subsequent meeting and work session was held on October 5, 1992 at SFAU
with students and advisors to begin the oral history collection. In addmon, a community



forum was hosted by Rev. Larry Wade at the original Zion Hill BapﬂstChuwh_ n the
district on October 5 to introduce members ofthecommumty and the Historic Lands
Comr;néttee to the prq]eet and to solwit participants' mggesuum o‘f possiblc oral |
inte W&S.

Student mtenriewers, alon with the Dr. Mamie Monghl, th"
Coordinator, conducted a total of 15 formal interviews during the course of t the
Unfortunate , 4 surprising number of additional potential interviewees declined
P ate, Appendix to this report includes ¢ ‘of Materials Preg
Commumty and Intemewers meetings and trainin orlentation sessmrm

Natmnal Regxsger nommatmn, Ron
edited the ﬂnal text.

Meanwhﬂe the Archxﬂ‘exas staff, consistmg of Craig. Mel , Gan

-Stan Solamillo, developed a historic. buildmg conditions field survey for
- to record physical ¢onditions of the exterior of each of the propenie:
.- dlstncg. The form was created in order to objectively 1 :

physical condifion of numerous specific building and site
form is ingluded in the Appendix. Craig Melde perforied
Skotnicki prepared the neighborhood plans and comments on infrastru
Stan Solamillo prepared the disu-ict‘typology and wrote the text, The di:
concept was developed wnh the assistance of Chris Hunler, an African-Am
in Dallas Texas S5

Data colleeﬂon was comple;ed by the team in June of 1¢
checking in _distnct conducted as Iate as July 31, 1992. Signifi
chianges are occurring in Zion Hill --‘atJeast nine houses most of
buildmgs, have been demolished between May 1 and July 31
report’s conditions section, as well as the National Regisher nom

circumstance found in the dlstnct as of July 31, 1992.
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NPS Form 10-900 ' OMB No. 1024-0018
Rey. 8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
REGISTRATION FORM

1. Name of Property

Historic Name; Zion Hill Historic District

Other Name/Site Number:

2. Location

Street & Number: Roughly bounded by Park Strest; Lanana Creek, Oak
Grove Cemetery and N. Lanana Street _ - Not for Publication: N/A

City/Town: Nacogdoches

State: TX  County: Nacogdoches Code: 347 Zip Code: 75961

3. Classification

Ownership of Property: Private
Category of Property: District
Number of Resources within Property:

Contributing Noncontributing

69 9 buildings
1 ___ sites
____ structures
T . Objects
70 9 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National
Register: 0

Name of related multiple property listing: Historic and Architectural
Resources of Nacogdoches, Texas



a'iL'I‘sDIIIﬂIP'-S NRHP 'Reg-i-stration Form_ ) | | Page 2

State/Federal Agency Certzﬁcanon X

Asthe desxgnated authonty under the Natwnal Historic Preservation Act of 19‘86 as amended 1 hereby eemfy that

this __nomination __request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering

propertxes in the Natlongl Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set

forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property __meets __does not meet the National Register Criteria.
_ See eonnnuanon sheet.

Signature of certitying offcial  Date

State or Federal agency and buresu

In my opinion, the pmper;y _meets __does not meet the Natlonal Register
criteria. __ See contmuatgon sheetv :

S B Ay i e DR

State or Federal agency and bureau

.- National Park Service Certfication
L, hergby certify that this property is:

. entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet.
determmed eligible for the
National Register
___ See continuation shegt,
___ determined not eligible for the
National Register
___removed from the National Register
_____ other (explain):

Signature of Keeper - ' " Date of Action
6. Function or Use
Historic: Domestic Sub:  Single dwelling
Religious Religious structure
Current: Domestic Sub: Single dwelling

Religious Religious structure



*USDI_/NPS NRHP Registration Form _ _ Page i3

7. Desmpttan bn

Architectural Classification:

Bungalow :
Other: Two Room
Other: Center-passage

Other Description:

Materials: foundation  Brick
walls Wood
roof Asgha.lt; Wood
other '

Describe present and hxstorrq physleal appearance.
X Sqe connnuatmn sheeti i

8. Statement of Szgny‘icance

Certifying official has considered the s1gmﬁcance of this property in relation to other properties:

Applicable National Register Criteria: A & C

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) :
Areas of Significance: Architecture
Social History

Period(s) of Significance: 1890-1940
Significant Dates: Not Applicable
Significant Person(s): Not Applicable
Cultural Affiliation: Not Applicable
Architect/Builder: Not Applicable

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted
above. _X_ See continuation sheet,



*USDIINPS NRHP Regxstratmn Form

Page #4

t Major szliogmphxcal References

See connnuation sheet.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
_ preliminary determiriation of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has
been requested.
_ previously listed in the Natxonal Register
_ previously determined ehgxble by the National Register
_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Bujldings Survey #
_ recorded by Historic American Engmeenng Reeord #_

Primary. Loeanon of. Addma@al Data;
: x State historie preservatxob office
— Other stafe agency
__ Federal agency .
Lopal government
Univetsxty '

Othgr = Sp;mfy Reposxtory

10. Geograpk;ml Data 3

‘creag_e of Property:

UTM References: Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

A _ PSR

___ See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description:
See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification:
See con_tinuation sheet

11. Farm Prepared By

Name/Title: Ron Emrich, Stan Solamillo
Organization: Urban Prospects/ArchiTexas Date: July 1992
Street & Number: 1908 Canton Telephone: 214/748-4561

‘:ity or Town: Dallas State: TX Zip: 75201



NPS Form 10-900-a _ OMB Approval No. 1024-0018 (,8;-._,8_6_)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

) Seetmn mnnber 7

The Zion Hill Historic sttnct melgdes a eohesxve grouping of modestly detailed domestic buxldmgs that
date to the early 20th century The vast majonty of its structures are 1-story frame dwellmgs with bungalow, two-
room and center-passage plans, They are congregated w;thm a'small and remarkably intact neighborhood just north
of Oak Grove Cemetery in old Nacogdoches The buildmgs, with few exceptions, dxsplay lxt_tle or: no styhstxc
omamentanon, consgqueqtly, no agchxteetnral style deﬁng ' tﬂe dgsmct; s physmal character The focal pomt of the
district is Zion Hill Bapnst Church, a moqume‘ t '_ nstity f’_-"onal_ buﬂdmg thh Gothle Revwal stylxstxc feab.u'es
Erected in 1914 it was the nnpgtup foxs the nexghbofhood’s development Although the church isa pr:omment
architectural landmark, the distriet is dlsunguxshed by i overall eqhesweness, denseness of development and its
ability to convey 3 sense of time and place. Th: dxstriet includes s&vem;y-nme buildings with nine classxf’ ed as
Noncontributing, : ;

Despite the connotations of its name, the an Hill Historjé District is in a low-lymg aréa near Lanana .
Creek. The land shpes sharply to the east from Lanana Street to the small waterway. Few landscapmg features
are evident in the distriet, and in fact; some of the streets (or alleys as they are called locally) are unpaved, m.c-_!udmg_
Ernest, Gene and Ola alleys. The streets and alleys generally follow a grid pattem, and lot sizes typically are quite
small. Most of the houses, especially those east of Richardson. Street, are only a few feet apart. The majority of
the structures in the district face north or south, except for those that fronit onto Richardson and Lanana streets which
are oriented to the east and west.

All of the buildings in the district are of wood-frame or board-and-batten construction, and have walls that
originally were of wood. Many houses have had their original exteriors eovered with asbestos or asphalt shingles.
Although the application of these materials detracts from the integrity of individual dwellings, such alterations do
not overly diminish the area’s historic character. Only one post-1941 structure is in the district, and few other
physical changes have occurred or have been implemented. There are no substantial outbuildings within the district,
only small sheds and garages that have little impact on the district’s historic character.

Two-room houses are quite prevalent and have side-gable roofs and three- or four-bay facades. Small shed-
roof porches typically extend from the front and have simple wood posts that are used for support. The windows
are double hung with wood sashes and 2/2 or 4/4 lights. .




