and worked among one another in the very heart of the town. A recent archaeological
project has revealed that, within two blocks of the Dallas County courthouse, African-
Americans and Anglos resided and conducted business néar one another in the late 1860s.
Harrison County census data also confirms that in Marshall, a major railroad town in East
Texas, blacks in 1880 were living scattered among white famﬂxes throughout the city.
Cities in Georgia also expenenced the same phenomenon: in Savannah and Augusta,

"many freedmen continued for awhile after 1865 to occupy the housmg in which they had
lived as slaves...(and) blacks resided in most areas of the city." (Meiritt,18) :

It is likely, however, that this mixed housmg phenomenon was pnmanly a
continuation of an antebellum pattem. These apparently "integrated" areas were, perhaps,
indicative less of blacks and whites living as neighbors than as living in a continued
employer/employee relauonsh1p Census meords for Nacogdoehes and Marshall (and
indeed for major Southern cities such as Rwhmbnd, Nashville and Mobﬂe) show a
preponderance of blacks who were hvmg in wlmé areas actually resldmg o s1de streets or
alleys. African-Ameficans did not live on Mound Stnsetm Nacogdoehes for example but
on "Mound Back: Street," or alleys behind east Hosp;tal or Fmdoma Streets. _

Slgmﬁeant populauon growth in Nacogdoshcs followmg the arrival in 1883 of the
Houston, East & West Texas Railroad (HE&W’I‘) helpsd brmg populauon growth to the
Afncan-Ame.ncan commumty as wg:ll durmg the. 18805 and '90s; The rapid opening and
expansion of the sawmills and othsr hmber-relataﬁ commerce created jobs for black
laborers, and many families movad to the Napogdoehm area frqm smallei' county '_
communities such as Sand Hill, Black Jack and Chirena. After emanclpauon, mostﬁ'eed
people of coler i m the rural agnculmral regions of East Texas, like their urhap counterparts,
had remained lmked with white t‘amxlies, often their former owners, thanks to an ethe:w:se
uncertain economic status and limited transportauon and commumcanon ogportumues
Once employment prospects improved with the eommg of the railroad and industrial
development, however, migration fo urban areas soon followed. Itis hkely that this large
in-migration of blacks to the cities seeking work contributed to their increasing isolation in
self-contained communities, usually in outlying areas of the cities. Whites fearing loss of
economic dominance thus played a part in the growth and development of exclusionary
attimdes.

Studies of major Southern cities in the late 19th century period indicate that some of
the racially segregated housing pattern was voluntary: blacks evidently sought not only
proximity to the industrial or semi-agricultural jobs that were most available to them, but
also "a welcome freedom from white surveillance...." (Rabinowitz, 98) It is likely that
such a set of circumstances may have encouraged the settlement of the Zion Hill community
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on Frank Walwn s land at the edge of Nacogd()ches There is no known ewdence thag as .
in some major ciges in the South acuvc whlte efforts to move blacks to caxnps on the s
outskirts ever ocourred : i e e
Census da;a in 1880 and 1900 mdicate that a majority of Aﬁman—Amencans hvmg i ¥
mostly on the edges of the urban communmes of Marshqll, Dallas and Nacogdoches were
at least first gonerauon and predo minan y wcond (or oldést) gemrauon Texans. Alfhough _
‘the post-Civil War ShOffage of agricultural workers in Texas resulted in mmlgmtlon tothe
staie of mote than. 100,000 ﬁegdxm between 1865 and 1900; nearly-all remained in ryral
“areas for at least a generauon, takmg farmmg-re,lateﬂ ]obs (Rlcg, 162) Fewer than 15 per
ocent of Afnoan-Amencans lisﬁ@d in the 1910 census for Nacogdoches and Marshall had
parents who were bom in states othez than g ,xas. The nnphoauon that blacks often did not _
migrate very far from thelr To0ts at the end of the 19th conturyls also borne out by: r&sults
of oral hlsto:y mterviews w!uch revoaled that fatmhes who se,ttled m Nacogdoches had s
come from tural communifies in tﬁesamem:nelgh seing Gounties: : &5
- Durmg ﬁhe 1880s and 18908, whi thé : ;Hill eommumty was devclopmg at the |

| Rev Homey C Cleaver‘s ore parppl ni(’)_rton Htll, southeast of the towan
center, developed asa black commu ty after the arrival of the railroad. By 1900, the arca
was generally known as "Negrotown or "Shawnee,“‘ after a ma]or road t“hat passed
through the area. Cleaver, bomn of his white oWnedfathen Char‘he Hobbs and a blaek

mother in Nacogdoches County in 1848, had tecelved the 25 .aore ttaet from Hobbs
sometime after the C1v1l War and soon acquired other s1gmﬁoaﬁt farm propemes
throughout the county. As had Frank Walton, Cleavoﬁ sold, gave or renﬁedportlons of his
Orton Hill land to other blacks who were settled there- by 1904 when Cleaver offered a
portion of the property to E.B. Hayward for developmont of what would become the huge
Frost-Johnson lumbermill. Rev. Cleaver's congregation had also grown: the Union
Church he had founded in 1869 was renamed the Cumberland Presbyterian Church and a
new sanctuary was constructed on Shawnee Street by 1890.

Similar phenomena occurred in other east and northeast Texas areas where
substantial antebellum African-American populations had existed and where population
growth brought significantly larger numbers of blacks to the edges of cities. In Dallas
County after 1865, white farmers had developed large parcels (200 acres or more) of
mostly cotton crops on land southeast of the City of Dallas, from the Trinity River
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floodplain to the fairgrounds (Queen City Heights Historic District, NR 1992). By the
1880s, however, these larger parcels had been subdivided into five to ten acre plots and
cultivated as truck farms or gardens. Evidence indicates that numerous blacks, some of
whom may have been tenants or hired hands on the larger cotton farms, rented or owned
many of these smaller plots of land. African-Americans established churches in this
"suburban” community as early as 1874, and by about 1904 concerted efforts began to re-
subdivide much of the land for exclu.siVely black residential use. Across Dallas, on its
northern outskirts, the black community of Nerth Dallas grew up in the area of Freedman's
Town, a rural, post—CMl War settlement of former slaves who congregated around the
black-owned F 's Cemetery for mutual protection. '!’here too, churches and later
businesses sprang up to serve the already settled residents of this "suburban" community.
Gt Meanwhﬂc, in Hamson County, the Marshall railroad d yards. employed many | black
laborers and ssml—slnllpd workers by the turn: of the century, and thcre, too, communities
of Aﬁwan-Amencans grew on the edges of the eity. Railroad workers, labomrs and their
families had settlednearoneanoﬂletmareas adJaeentmtheTexas &FamﬁcRailwayu'acks
on the northem and northwestern fringes of the city, according to the 1900 « census. The
buildings of the two private colleges founded by African-Americans in Marshall, ‘Wiley
College (1873) and Blshop College (1885), were located near one another in this same
black commiunity northwest of the conrthouse and near the T & P-tracks. :
Early non-farmer residents of these communities beyond the cities’ limits were
generally plumbers, porters and laborers, sawmill workers in Nac—ogdoche_s- er railroad
laborers in Marshall, all reflecting the dearth of professional and skilled jobs available to
people of color. Only certain professions were regarded as open to educated African-
Americans: doctors, cleigymen and teachers appeared among blacks in the Nacogdoches
and Marshall census records of the late 19th century, but no black lawyers appeared. (As a
matter of fact, there were only two black lawyers in Atlanta in 1890, six in Richmond and
nine in Nashville. [Rabinowitz, 90]) |
Despite the limited opportunities for educated youngsters to enter many
professions, learning was nevertheless a critical part of life in the African-American
communities of Nacogdoches. Results of efforts across Texas after the Civil War to
provide education for the children of freedmen had been at best uneven, and white citizens
were rarely supportive. However, in many cities, leading African-Americans, often
shepherded by the black churches, attempted to create educational institutions themselves.
By 1877, the Colored Baptist Board of Education was soliciting funds for completion of
the "Centennial" school in Marshall. In Nacogdoches, meanwhile, a tradition of black
education in the city was begun by Homey Cleaver. Educated at Prairie View Normal
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School (now Prairie View A&M a state umvermty east of Houston), Cleaver had helped te & ‘
establish a school for Afncan Am B an children sometlme afcer the Civil War, taachmg at '
the school along with white educators firnished by the federal Freedman s Burean. The
opening of a new "Colored School" in the Shawnee community in 1903 msntunonahzcd
education for black youngsters, and census records and community recollections tell of a
significant numbet of fam:hes in the Afriean-American nelghboﬁnoods, pamcnlarly Zion
Hill, boatdmg students sent by relatives and friends from the small, rural communities such
as Sand Hill, Nat, Black Jack and Harmony where no educational opportunities yet
existed. Later, by the 1920s, small eountry schools for Aﬁ'lcan-Ameneans began to be
opened. Retired Nacogdochc.s educator Ella Mae Sheﬁield for example, began her
teaching career in 1922 as an 18 year old in Nat, Texas, east of Nacogdoches. The
trad:hon of student boarders taken in by ﬂie urban commumuss commued for many years
aﬁerward however

i Oncethe schools, chmches,meaung halls and oﬂlermsumtmns that served the
Afyican- Amencan communities were Qstabhshed following injtial settlement of these
segregaﬂed quaners still more black rwicbnts were am'acted to the areas by those very
institutions, thereby remferemg the developmg pattern of segnegated nclghborhoods
Social, religions and fraternal institutions, some scholars mainiain, grew during the latter
part of the 19th century in Afiican-American communities in Texas in part because blacks
were being increasingly and systematically excluded from participation in politics and
business (Rice, 268).

The continued growth of the Aﬁacan-Amencan population in Naeogdoches in the
1890s required hat the Zion Hill Baptist Church which had met in the one room frame
building on Frank Walton's donated land near the cemetery, ne_eded alarger building. The
congregation erected a new sanctuary near the site of their original, outdoor meeting place
on present-day Logansport Street somewhat north of the Zion Hill District, still at the edge
of the developing city. '

By 1910, the communities of Zion Hill and Shawnee were well established, their
residents generally engaged in occupations related to their respective neighborhoods. The
Zion Hill area was home to primarily service workers: shop porters, and in some cases
owners of small businesses, and servants, maids, cooks and groundskeepers for affluent
white families who lived nearby. (Open land between Frank Walton's tract and
Washington Square, adjacent to the already established black community east of Lanana
Street, had been sold by Peyton Edwards in 1899 to a number of prominent white citizens
who erected imposing residences on North Mound Street. Many Zion Hill residents




worked for the Perkins, Hardeman, Blount, Strong and Stripling families-on Mound Street
during the early decades of this century.)

Meanwhile, Shawnee inhabitants more often were employed by thie lumber mills,
cotton gins or the railroad, and long time residents of both communities recall a secial and
economic rivalry between the two areas. Some remember an early-century desire among
sawmill workers' families in Shawnee to "move up” to Zion Hﬂl.

Expansion of the well-to-do white neighborhood surrounding Washington Square
and along Mound Street reached farther north during the 1910s. The congregation of Zion
Hill Church thus was pressured to abandon their second home on Logansport Street. The
church trustees purchased land from promiinent Nacogdoches department store owner John
Schmidt on Lanana Street, between the predominantly Angle Oak Grove Cemetery and the
former Walton farmland. Schmidtassisted the church members by refusmg a down
payment and financing construction of the new building. He alse seented the services of
local amhuect Dmmch A.W.Rulfs t&de&gn and build the church. Ru]fs, havmg an.
exceptional reputatwn for both residential and commercial architeeture in the city, designed
a white frame church.in an outstanding blend of Victorian-era massmg and Gothic Revival
detaﬂmg Considered one of the finest church edifices among Athcan-Amencan
congregations in Bast Texas, the Zion Hill Bapust Church was completed in 1914 at a cost
of $7,223-and quickly established itself as the social and religious center for members of
the Zion Hill community and many other local black families. :

The nearby Park Street Cemetery also continued to serve as the resting place for
many members of the community. Tt is not known when the earliest burials occurred there’
(the oldest remaining legible marker is dated 1897), but numerous late 19th century
residents of Zion Hill are interred in Park Street, including Annie McNeil, the Rolhgan and
Donegan families, and Rev. Lawson Reed himself.

Little is known about the history of individual structures or their owners in the Zion
Hill Historic District or other African-American communities in the city. Lot registers and
tax abstract records for Nacogdoches during the early years of the century are lost or
destroyed, and except for 1935, city directories were not published until after World
War IL. However, community oral histories reveal that, as the Zion Hill and Shawnee
communities grew in the early 20th century, both black and white property owners
developed housing for the residents. Family records indicate that Rev. Homey Cleaver
owned numerous properties in Shawnee, renting them to both residents and commercial
shopkeepers. Meanwhile, the Rolligan descendants, sisters Ellen and Lela, owned a
number of rental houses on and near Lanana Street in Zion Hill, and fora ﬁme operated a
small general store on Lanana Street at 504 (Site No. 860) themselves.
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The vernacular, frame double pen, bungalow and shotgun houses constructedin®~ ‘
Z:onPﬁllandShawneereﬂectsxmﬂarhousmgtypesandstandardstothoseemsnngm g
African-American communities throughout the South. A description by the British Board
of Trade of housing in Atlanta in 1910 could have as-easily described conditions in Zion

The typical dwellings of the coloured people contain two. or three

rooms...the whole building consists...of one story, built of wood on

biick piles. As a rule in the ease of two room dwellings there is no

entrance lobby, the front room being entered direct from the |

street..., I many instances the houses look as though built upon a

piece of wasteland, with all its mequahtles unlevelled, and the yards

of the houses are often not to be chstmgmshed from the surrounding

plots The practice of buﬂdmg these little "shacks" on brick piles

dispenses with the need fora specially prepared foundauon (quoted

in Rabmothz, 118)

(Many ourrent and former Zion Hill mdents recall the commnmty as having mostly
“swept yards" of packed earth, rather than lawns and landscaping.)

White landlords. ‘bought and built numerous residential properties in the
community. Current inhabitants report that most of the houses alnng both sides of
Richardson Street were built befere. 1922 by a white owner whose name is now forgotten.
Prominent pharmacist Charles Perkms ‘whose own house- at 516 No. Mound Street was
designed by Dietrich Rulfs in 1900, cepstmcted two rental houses on Lanana Street dlrectly
behind his new home at abeut the same time; one still remains, in altered form (505 No.
Lanana, Site No.861). Several Mound Street neighbors of Perkins also owned rental
houses in Zion Hill: Judge Beeman Strong, Kline Branch and Tolbert Hardemann each
built vernacular tenant houses in the district.

Black entrepreneurs established rental housing in the community as well. Between
1922 and 1929, Emest and Ola Smith who for many years had been employed as
domestics by the Eugene Blounts, a promineint white family living on nearby Mound
Street, built numerous small frame, vernacular rental houses on three paralleling streets that
extended eastward toward Lanana Creek from Richardson Street. Casz Donegan's dry
cleaning establishment on Bois d'Are Street adjoined several rental houses he owned on
Mast Alley behind it.

A few black-owned businesses flourished in the Zion Hill community for a time.
By the 1920s, former lumbermill "sawman" Casz Donegan opened and operated a dry
cleaning establishment in the shotgun building at 715 Bois d'Arc Street (Site No.356) ‘
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behind his own house at 402 Lanana (demolished). Neighborhood msidqsnt_s remember a
dance hall in the building at 416 Richardson (demelished), which is also remembered as an
early site of a small school operated before the opening of the larger public Colored School
in Shawnee. A cafe also existed for a time at 322 Richardson (Site 1245).

Residents recall that the Zion Hill community never had the proliferation of local
businesses and services available in the Shawnee community; Zion Hill inhabitants
continued to patronize the few black-owned businesses downtown, as well as the
- establishments in Shawnee, In Nacogdoches, as in much of tlie South, blacks had
demmaiedsomeslﬂlbdtmdesoroecupauonsandservedalaﬁgelywhneehentelemﬂ:e
early part of the post-Civil War period. The building trades, livery businesses, services
(batbsnng, for example, whlch for some reason was parucularly .. sdaine
oceupation by whites), and grocery and general merchandise
WEB, dnBois inan 1899 survey as the predornmant range ot' black-owned busmessw in
the South (Rabin thz, 78) Census records lndlcate that the. same jobs were commion
among Nacogdcches' African-American: citizens as well, pamcularly among Zion Hill
residents. However, as in other areas of the ‘South, the garly 20th century saw the advent
of instimtionalized segregation laws, and increasing white das,plawment of blaeks occurred
mennapmmaltradessmhasﬂmgroeery generalmerehandmmgandevenbmbeung
concerns. Whites abandoned black businesses as patrons, furthet restmung the ability of
black businessmen to succeed and confirming the relegation of most African-Americans to
the lowest rangs of the socio-economic ladder. Zion Hill-area oral history interviews
reveal memories of many early black businesses on Church Street just off the Principal
Square, which had co-existed with white-owned establishments for years, being forced out
by neighboring business owners at the turn of the century. :

Until well after World War I, Zion Hill remained as the preeminent Africanv
American community in Nacogdoches. Several generations of families long-settled in the
neighborhood continued to reside there, among them cousins Aaron Reed, Clarence ("Bo")
McMichael, and Willie T. Whitaker, Jr., descendants of Rev. Lawson Reed; and sisters
Ellen and Lela Rolligan. Children from the community still walked the two miles or so
down Lanana Creek to attend the Colored School, renamed E.J, Campbell School in 1929
in honor of a long-time principal. The Zion Hill Baptist Church also continued to flourish.
As the black community became more economically diverse, educated and socially
organized, interest grew in self-improvement, culture and membership in a variety of
benevolent and fraternal associations. Zion Hill residents were active members of Eastern
Star, the Masonic orders, Knights of Pythias, American Woedmen and other benevolent
societies. As in Dallas, Marshall and other cities with established black communities,
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church and fraternal membershxp were critical measures of one's place in the somal

hlerarohy "Of what church and order are you?" was a famﬂnar query o many in these 3

Afncan~Amencan commumu@s

Still legally or econommally excluded from or relegated o sgpamg famhu&s at many k _" :

forms of amusements accessible to wlutes blacks living in Zion Hill and Shawnee enjoyed

o "'__""tdunngtl‘leﬁxstdecades of the gothgenmry leaud Iater aiito

excursmns wete a popular way to relax, and many kmg ume res;dents fondly mmember

trips to the eountry, or even across town m visit ﬁlands and relanves Pu:mes, and of

- course chmch events, were alse favon;g lexsm'e pasnmes - -
‘While new generations of xes1dents gmwup in Zion HilI httle physwal change

occurred in the commumgy aﬁer the century's second decade. Few new houses were

_. constructed in the district followmg the boom gf_res1denﬂal construction in the 19205 The

ﬁrst Street pavmg occuned in the IQSQs wh, A proj : Iald concrete along the length :

: slgmﬁoant physica.l ehangqsto hoixsss  th , distei
apphcauon of synthetic matena]s ovef v ‘

expenmoed a mo_re ga;p_ablg_q. o .j : et o ed and i y were ahandoned and
the huge lumberyard and sawmlufaenhtyclosed its bulidings demolished to make way for
nearby suburban development as the: city grew southea ""_"' ard S

More recently, however, physmal detenoramn of the Zton Hxll commumty has alse
accelerated. Many of the sunply, and someumes poorly, epnstructed’ vemaeular frame
houses began to dlsmtegrate partwularly those owned by absentee lan '. lor 0 1
pnmauly not members or descendants of the commumty Between 1 and 1992 an
alarming number of houses, partlcularly in the area east of Rxchardson Stteet in and near
the ﬂoodplmn of Lanana Creek, have been abandoned and deslmyed either: by neg]eot or by
demolition. However, fully 89 per cent of the stmctures remaunng in Zion HIII are listed
as contnbutmg to the character of the historic district, their essenual arohmscmral and

environmental elements remammg relatively intact,
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION - ZION HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

The Zion Hill Historic District borders the Washington Square Historic District to the southwest and
northwest. The land to the north includes a new subdivision of 1980s houses and townhouses. The east boundary
extends to the Lanana Creek. Much of the land in the flood plain is undeveloped, although a few homes on Ola,
Ernest and Gene Alleys extend to the creek. The northeast section of the district is vacant and unimproved with
the notable exception of the Park Street Cemetery near the intersection of Lanana Creek and Park Street. The land
east of the creek is undeveloped. _

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION - ZION HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

Begmnmg at the northwest eorner of lot 1, Blogk §, Original Town, thence east along PRark Street and
continuing until reaching Lanana Creek, Thence south following Lanana Creek until reaching the southeast corner
of lot 18, Block 5, Original Town. Thence west along said lot and continuing until reaching the southwest corner
of lot 12-A, Block §, O riginal Town. Continue ‘west across N. Lanana Street to the east property line of Iot 5-A,
Block 4, Original Town,: Ihenee soyth along said: Iot to-its southwest corngr. Thence west along the south property
line of lot 5-A, Block 4, Ongmal Town; to jts sopthwest corner. Thence north along the back property line of 5-A,
Block 4, Onginal Tawn, to.its northwest corner. Thenge- east to the sonthwest corner of lot 4-B, Block 4, Qriginal
Town. Thence north along the back property line of said lot and continying until reaching the northwest corner of
lot 4-A, Block 4, Original Town. Thence east to the southwest corner of ot 3-A, Block 4, Original Town. Therice
north along the back property line of said lot and continuing until reaching the northwest corner of lot 3-B, Block
4, Original Town. Thence west to the southwest corner of Jot 2-F South, Block 4, Original Town, Thence north
along the back property line of said lot and continuing until reaching the fiorthwest corner of lot 2-J, Block 4,
Original Town. ' Thenee east to the southwest corner of lot 2-G; Block 4, Orxgmal Town. Thence north along the

‘aek property ling ‘of said lot to its northwest carner. Thence west to the southwest corner of lot 2-1, Block 4,
Original Town. Thence north along the back property line of said lot to-its northwest corner. Thence east along
the north property line of said lot and continuing across N. Lanana Street until reaching the west property line of
lot 1, Block 5, Original Town. Thence north te the point of beginning.







- ARCHI "ECTURAL RESOURCES
OF TH.E ZION HILL HISTORIC DISTRICT

Zion Hill Historic District is a coheswe collection-of vernacular dwellings which date from
the fourth quarter of the nineteenth century through the second quarter of the twentieth
century and is representative of verpacular housetypes which are assoeiated with both
Lowland South and African origins, “and found to be especially prevalent in Louisiana. They
include the Iate nineteenth centyry. double pen and saddlebag-as well as early twentieth
century variations-of ‘the shotgun and double. shotgun bungalow. Other plan types such as the
Py ﬂal and the taaple—pile bungalo_w are the result of th,e early twenneth century

-tlwou,ghd T xas and. the south, th
a“d"_mlfﬁ .._ﬁsrc'm

=

Zton Hilr thls may be mdtcative of the employment of Aﬁ'roan-Amenoan bmlders or
tmttesmen by landlords of both races in Nacogdoches, for the construction of houses for
occupation by African-American renters, based upon at least an assoprgtrou on the part of
landlords, with. sPecrﬁo housetypes:- and that populauon in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries.  Also represented is the means by which African-American carpenters
were responsible for the initial diffusion of building forms throughout the south that were the
drrect result of Afncan ongms and development

Much of the architecture present in the Zion Hﬂl Historic District falls into this category,
such as the shotgun and its related subtypes. The spread of the shotgun as 2 rural and urban
house type is important in that it was first constructed by free blacks from Haiti in the first
decade of the nineteenth century in New Orleans as a dwellmg of preference. It became
synonymous with low-income African-American housmg throughout the south, and later with
worker housing throughout the continental United States, being built.in various forms until its
final appearance in the fourth decade of the twentxeth century as an inexpensive rental
cottage. _

Ascertaining the significance of this and other issues related to the study of vernacular
architecture in traditional African-American communities is of great importance for the
residents of the Zion Hill Community as well as other communities throughout Texas, Little
if any of the information that has resulted from some thirty years of vernacular architectural
research has ever reached the people who currently reside in these small communities. This
section of the document is an attempt to briefly summarize the history and significance of the
housetypes which are associated with Zion Hill and advocate their importance to the cultural
history of the Community as well as provide guidelines for their retention and rehabilitation.



Typology: ’ﬂle ngmf‘capce of Housetypes and Subtypes Voeh - i e ‘

Cultural geographers, Kniffen and Glass1e (1966), recognized that bmldmg form (type) was
closely linked to the pattern of migration and the cultural diffusion involved in the early
settlement of the United States. They identified, through the study of housetypes, three
major distinct culture: ccomplexes or hearth areas which were associated with initial setflement
by Europeans on the eastern seaboard and defined them as the New Engla.nd the Middle -
Atlantic or Upper South, and the Lower South. The New England culture region remained
primarily Enghsh The Middle Atlantic was a fusion of English, Welsh, and Swedish
colonists who were later joined by large numbers of Scotch-Irish and Germans. The third
culture region which remained primarily Eughsh yet dlstmctly separate from its northern
egmvalent was the Lower South - .

The New England culture complex whxch emerged in southeastern Massachusetts, spread
southward as far as coastal Maryland and westward across the northern portions of
"Pennsylvama Ohio; Indiana and Tllipois: *‘-The _M1dd1e ‘Atlantic culfure complex began in
southeastern Pennsylvama, spread: southward mto parts of Virginia and along the pxedmonts
of North Carolina, South Carolina and- Georgxa,.and wesbward through Kentucky, Tennessee,
and into North Central Texas. Beginning i in the € eake region of Virginia, the Lower
South culture complex movea southward and ..,.estwat'd w1th the. rmgratton of English settlers,
along the lower coastal plams of the southem states and into Louxstana and Texas :

Settlement by French colomsts uutlated the estabhshment ofa smaller culture complex in
Louisiana which would remain somewhat locahzed w1thm the bayous and. along the lower
stsxss1pp1 River Valley The nineteenth century mtro__ uction of large populatlons from
Haiti into New Orleans similarly initiated into- this French: culture oomplex, certain vestiges
of African material culture which had survived and develoPed in ‘the Caribbean. Not unlike
the diffusion of attributes associated with European material ‘culfure, this vesnge of African
matenal culture would spread eastward across the southern coastal plams, and northward

The process by which cultural geographers such as Kniffen and Glassie, et al. estabhshed the
patterns of migration throughout the eastern United States was through the analysis of
building types and the establishment of a eriteria for defining similar and identifiable traits by
which buildings could be grouped together. This analysis and serjation of building traits was
based on a structuralist mode! developed by Levi Straus, aloug with a methodology
introduced by James Ford in the early twentieth century, and is defined as the zypology
(Kniffen 1990:36). Vernacular architectural studies by cultural geographers and students of
material culture have utilized the typology as the primary research tool for a description of
the housetype and its related subtypes.

The housetype is the prototypical plan and house form which carries with it a series of
formal traits which remain relatively fixed through time. For early vernacular or folk
buildings, it is inextricably linked to the concept of Initial Settlement, when an immigrant
population introduces the type through permanent settlement, usually prior to 1850 in the




